COLLECTIVISM AND SOVEREIGN STATE   1ST
economic fact to break camp and to inarch into new
fields of theory. The second half of the nineteenth
century marked, accordingly, a complete reversal of
the accepted gospel and a conversion to the advantages
of collective responsibility and collective control.
Professor Dicey in his Law and Opinion in England
(1905) has analysed the trend of thought and legislation
during last century, and suggested 1865 as the date at
which Benthamism was discredited and Collectivism
began to take its place as the governing concept in
social theory and practice.
This new attitude to life,  finding expression in a
renewed confidence in the State, owed its origin to the
stings of the common conscience smitten by the horrors
of  destitution,   ignorance,   and   economic   oppression.
At the same time, while external pressure was thus
compelling sensitive and imaginative people to question
the assumptions of their fathers and to seek a reorienta-
tion of political ideas, philosophy was being modified
in the schools by a reaction towards the Hellenic creed
of the State  and the moral conception of will and
freedom expounded by Rousseau.    Though Rousseau
had   undoubtedly  inspired   the   English   disciples  of
Natural Right at the close of the eighteenth century, his
real influence made itself felt in this country nearly a
hundred years later.    Natural Right was but the husk*
of his doctrine :   the true grain was his philosophy of
will, of which more will be said later.    Utilitarianism
had been undeniably complacent, and even the hesita-
tions of John Stuart Mill had never impaired its confident
aspiration to rebuild society upon a single and a simple
principle.    But events   had shown that the world of
political and economic relations was far too tangled asd
cemplex to be so easily put in order.    Consequently
thinkers began to suggest that there had lived wise men

